THE COMMON ROBQUAL; BALAENOPTERA PHYSALUS
A NEW RECOED FOR THE ARAB GULF
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One whale got siranded in Khor-al-Hamra, Ras-z2l-Khnims
{UAE) on 6 April 1978 (Fig. 1). The Natural History Museum
of the Unifed Arab Emirates University was informed about
the whale stranding and we visited the area and saw the
whale on the next day. We were old that the whale was
alive but with ittle movement when siranded on 6 April.
By the time we reached the whale it was dead and partly
puirefied by the Intense sun.

¥Fig. 1. Buaigenoplera ohysalus siranded in Khor-al-
Hamra, Ras-al-Khima on € April 1978. (Photo. Al-

Robase)
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The overall colouration at the time of our visit was dark,
the dorsal side more so than the ventral side. We photo-
graphed the specimen and took the measurements. The
measurements in em are : Total length : 1350 ; Length
of fiipper : 150 ; Widih of flipper : 34 ; Snout tC
nostril : 230 ; Snout to eye : 244 ; Snoub to lower jaw .
300 ; Circumference (petween flipper and eyes ! 500 ;
Number of ventral grooves : 80 ; Length of groove (lon-
gest) : 1000 ; length of dorsal fin : 48 ; Height of
dorsal fin : 40 ; and Length of penis : 126 (Fig. 2).
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Fig. 2. Measurements of Balaenopiera physalus stranded
in Khor-gl-Hamra on 6 April 1878,
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We tried to pull the whale to the dry shore but could not
succeed. The cars could not reach near the whale for
pulling because of the muddy loose ground. Ultimately
we dug a hole bigger i{han the size of the whale by the
side of it and rclled the whale into it and thus buried it
ii the intertidal zone. After about a year the bones were
dug out. The skeleton was remarkably clean of oil. We
washed the bones and put in the sun on the shore for two
weeks. ATl bones were marked to indicate their respective
positions and fzken to the Museum.  The skeleton is jow
exiinited in the Ngatural History Museum of the UAE
TIniversity. Except for a few phalanges cn both gides, the
skeleton is rather compilete.

Balaenopiera acutorosiraia, B. edeni, and B. boreqlis have

ventral grooves less than 80. Our specimen has 80 ventral
grooves which comes within the range of B. musczlus {80~
160) and B. physelus (70-11D). B. musculus has pale spots
sl over entire hody and the flipper sbout 1/7th of the
total length. The lack of spots on the body together with
the relatively small fipper — 1/9th of the total length —
identify our specimen as Blozaenoptera physalus (Linnaeus)
the Common Rorqual.

Descripiton @ Total lengfh 1850-25 m  (male on the
average 60 cm: longer than the female). Seen from shove
the front part of the head is wedge-shaped. Hind part of
the back with 2 conspicuous dorsal ridge. Dorsal fin re-
latively small, bug slightly larger than that of the Blue
Whale. Pectoral fins e. 1/9 to 1/10 of the total length.
70-110 furrows undernsath {agerage 85). Asymmetrically
coloured ; upperside grey, underside white, right Iower
Jjaw wWhite, left lower jaw grey ; the ingide of the mouth
pigmented on the right side, unpigmented on the left ;
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pigmentatien of the tongue also prefmminanﬂy cn  ihe
right. In each half of the upper jaw 320-420 baleen plates;
one-third (the front part) of the plates on the right side
of the jaw are white, the others, and the baleen plafes of
the left jaw are dull biue-grey ©f striped ; the fringe i8
:Jellowish—w’nite. The ventral surface of the pectoral fins
is white (Brink 1973). The total length of our specimen
13.50 m indicates that it is an young one.

Distributon Brink (1973) gives as Greenland,
Iceland, Spitsbergen, Begr Island 10 the Kars Sea and
Movaya Zemlya ; Faerces, Britich Isies, Ireland. Along
the whole Norwegian coast. A few records in the Balfic
sweden, Poland, Cermany. North Sen ; Great Britain,
Holland, Belgium, Germany, Denmark, Sweden, English
Channel ; Francs, Spain, Portugal. Fairly regular in the
Mediterraiean - mrgnce, 1taly ( alsg in the Adriatic).
AZCTeS.

The Comimion Rorgual inhabits ali oceans, the largest
population js in Antarctic ; only rarely found in coastal
waters. This whale generally migrates to areas of cold
water in summer for feeding and to warmer seas in the
winter for preeding. The food is small erustaceans and
small pelagic fishes like herring, mackerel and saury are
also eaten (Ridgway. 1972).

previous whale sirandings on the coast of the TUJAE - X
was toid that about ten yeais back one Dig whale was
siranded in the TAE. One nearly complete veriebral
column of 2 whale was seen in the intertidal zone in
Dayyinah igland in 1978. In the same year I have alsc
seen vertebrae of whale in Zirkuh and Arzanah islands.
A1l these vertebrag appear 10 pelong o species of
Belaenopterd.



fhe whales recorded from the Arab Guif todste are -
B. musculus (Blanford, 1876 and Al-Robame, 1971),
B. edeni (Mahdi, 1967 and Al-Robaae, 1668) and Megaptere

att, isﬁé‘}. Thereforg, the present fnding
of the Commeon Rorgual Ealgenoptera physalys from the
southern per! of the Arab Gulf is a new record for the
Arzh Guld.
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SUMIMARY

A new record of Strnded Balaenopters Physzlug has
neenn made for the First time in Khor-al-Hamra, Ras al-
ihaima (UAE) on April 6, 1878. Which is a2 new eddition
to oetacean Fauna of the Arab Gulf.

(she wss odly Dalaenoptera Physalus 8 Ji o, o

-

Y { Sooexli 4.:.:\;,%.}; CL‘J‘,:'}" 3:]_33 ) :‘:s.n__?ui‘ ,_wTJ._a 'J.o_n.;‘ PR ,.\?.].».153_:
Gl sy o B S sl i Jema 55 VEVA Sl

REFERENCES

Al-Hobazae, Khalaf 1069. Bryde's Whale on the coast of
Irag. Z. Saugetierkunde Bd. 34, H. 2 : 120-125.

Al-Robaae, Xhalaf 1971, Notes on a Blue Whale
{FBaluenopiera musculus) skeleton in natural history
musenm, Kuwait. Buill., Irag nat. Hist. Mus, volL 5§

i1} 1 43-44,

s



22

Blagnford, W. T. 1876, Basierm Tersia vol. 2. nfocmilisn,
London.

Brink, F. H. Van Den 1073. 4 ield guide to the marnmals
ot Britain and Burope. Collins, London.

Mait, B. T. 1056 The mammals of 1rad. Mige. Dubis.
Mus Zool. Mich. No. 1638,

Mahdi, N. 1887. wirst record of Bryde's Whale Balaenoptera
edeni Anderson from Arab Gulf Bull. Irag nafb.
Hist. Mus. vol. 3 {7} ¢ 1i-8.

Ridgway, Sam H. 1972, Mammals of the sea —— Biology
and medicine. Chorles € Thomas Publishers,
Seringfield, Tincis, U. 8. A,



